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morally good proposal, there is implied in it as an essential element that it is SeoV, that there is a duty, and there is an obligation to attend to it. On the other side, when a temptation to evil is laid before us, say to tell a lie, or indulge in forbidden pleasures, there is an obligation laid on us to resist it; and if we neglect to do so, we feel that we have clone wrong and deserve punishment.
The following seems to be a correct account of the requirements which, the conscience makes and the judgments it pronounces. I. It authoritatively demands that certain actions be done. II. That certain actions be not done. III. It declares that the performance of the first class is commendable, approvable, rewardable, and IV. That the omission of the first or commission of the second is wrong, condemnable, punishable. It thus appears that the conscience claims authority and demands obedience; it has its precepts and prohibitions. It should be noticed that the conscience proclaims not only the first and second, but the third and fourth of the judgments above enumerated ; it declares that the omission of duty or the commission of sin is to be avoided. Hence the sense of guilt and the fear of impending judgments which sin brings with it sooner or later. This feeling of reproach as to the past, and of apprehension as to the future, is one of the characteristics of our nature, and he who overlooks it is losing sight of one of the striking properties of humanity.
II. TJie Idea of Law is involved in Conscience. In this respect the conscience is different from all the other powers, such as the memory, imagination, or reasoning. These, no doubt, do in a sense take the form of a law, inasmuch as they have a prescribed rule and act in a regular manner; for instance, association of ideas follows the laws of contiguity and correlation. But it is in a different and higher sense that the moral power in man